Update for site members – 28 July 2012
(click on embedded images for links to related information)

If you are in Scotland you may have
had a summer break by now, if you
are in England or Wales you may be
heading for one (or staying at home
to watch –or even visit – the London
2012 Olympics). If you are in
Australia you are probably having a
warmer and drier winter than our
summer. But it has been amazing that
the north-west coast of the Highlands
and the Hebrides are experience
water shortages. However they are
well due a share of good weather as it
can be very challenging dealing with
horizontal rain when the storms
come.

Same-sex Marriage
For Christians it has been politically
feverish here in Scotland over the
recently-announced commitment
by the Scottish Government to
push ahead with plans for samesex marriage.
In that none of the main parties
had this intent as part of their
election manifestos there is even
more reason to think that the
whole agenda is being driven from
a pan-European agenda: indeed
reading the article on the
persecution of a Christian
restaurant chain in America tell us
that it is global.

I remember some years ago a Christian leader being accused of being a conspiracy theorist. He
replied that it was not so much that he believed in conspiracies, as he did in an arch conspirator.
And we know who he is. The apostle Paul said that ‘we are not ignorant of his devices’ and this
means that we need to keep up with all that is going on for prayer (and action as the Lord leads).

Christian modes of engagement with politics

All this tends to cause us to despair of politics, and disengage; or, alternatively, to look to or for
another means of bring the Christian viewpoint to bear. In this context I have written a fairly brief
outline of three of the main attitudes and responses Christians have regarding the political process
and whether or not to engage in it. And much of how we each might respond is, I would argue,
shaped by our eschatology – our view(s) of how it wall all pan out as we get nearer and nearer to
Christ’s coming again.

With revelation comes responsibility
For myself I just couldn’t find any peace
until I had written to Alex Salmond,
Scotland’s First Minister.
Part of that was out of self-preservation and
I have outlined the background in the most
recent addition to the new ‘Editor’s blog’
under the title ‘With Revelation comes
Responsibility’. It is based around passages
from Ezekiel, Jeremiah and the book of
Esther with a NT reference also.

Facility to channel support for Christians Together
I have now put a link onto the site (see side bar on articles) which
gives a means to contribute financially to the work of
maintaining Christians Together. And I want to say a very
sincere “Thank you” to those who have already contributed;
some of whom I do not know and who are not even registered
on the site. (I am putting the money to use: see ‘Stratfor’ article
below.)

The site – by intent – does not have charitable status; and while this means that there is no ‘claw
back tax’ benefit it (more importantly) means that the content matter on the is not subject to any
laws or restrictions imposed by the Charities body. (And this point may become very important if
churches find they have to choose – as soon they might – between the financial benefits of
maintaining their charitable status and remaining true to the word of God. With the
aforementioned homosexual agenda churches that meet in public halls may find that they will only
be given access if they sing off the politically-correct hymn sheet on sexuality – or anything else
that comes along.)

God supports what He wants done
(and prunes the rest)
On the subject of ‘money’ I have had several mailings
recently from different mainstream Christian
organisations all saying much the same thing. “Please
give financially as we are struggling.”
I have a lot of sympathy with Christian organisations
(sometimes called parachurches) as the majority do a
good work and do not have a Sunday morning assembly
in which to pass the plate around. However I believe
part of what is happening at the moment is a ‘pruning
and refining’.
As we know, the cattle on a thousand hills belong to the Lord. Accordingly He has no problem
funding works which HE has commissioned. So the issue – as I say to myself often – is not so much
one of ‘faith’ (although that is vitally important) as it is one of ‘direction’ – knowing God’s will;
praying; listening to the Spirit as He says: “This is the way, walk ye in it.”
It is only when we are in the centre of God’s will that we can draw upon His promises of provision
and support. (However there is no guarantee even when we are right in the centre of His purposes
that we will escape trials. It is through these that we are brought to a place of greater trust and
dependency. And it is in this place that the enemy of God has most interest.)

Israel Tour
I would be grateful if you could pass on details to anyone whom you
know might be interested in visiting Israel in October with Rev.
Donald Martin (and myself, if sufficient book up).
I learned (by revelation through God’s word) when I was just a babe
in Christ of His end-time plans for the people and the nation, but the
way to visit the land has never been open to me over all these years.
This is the first time that there has been a prospect and a witness
within my spirit to the possibility. But I leave it in His hands. If He
wants me there then the means will be there.

Stratfor: what on earth is happening?
I have used some of the money that has been recently donated
(see earlier note) to purchase an annual subscription to Stratfor
(the respected global intelligence agency). This will allow me to
keep right up to date with ‘insider’ material which often doesn’t make the mainstream media. I will
be able to draw on this material in writing reports in my efforts to pass information on to you. I do
this in ‘double listening’ mode. Double listening is a term coined by the late John Stott. He used it to
describe the process of ‘listening’ to the world and listening to the Spirit. It was what the sons of
Issacher did. (Stratfor is not a Christian agency but it is incisive in its analyses.)
Some of the reports are offered ‘free for
publication’; and I will pass these on to you. One
of the recent of these relates to the present
standing and the likely prospects for the USA and
its standing in the geo-political domain.
The essay is in two parts. The first is entitled: ‘The Geopolitics of the United States, Part 1 and is
subtitled ‘The Inevitable Empire’. It outlines why – in terms of its geography, climate, topography,
demography and size of economy – the US cannot, in a sense, avoid being an empire.
The second part (The Geopolitics of the United States, Part 2: American Identity and the Threats of
Tomorrow) outlines the challenges facing the US in the immediate future. This article is not
generally available yet, but I will send it to you when it is. Basically the authors’ view is that America
and her armed forces need a rest from war: but both are still well able and willing to defend
American interests internationally if the need arises. Other commentators feel that the American
debt burden will cripple the country and create space for other nations (or groups of nations) to
eclipse the U.S.
Historically empires have collapsed due to the financial cost of sustaining imperial overreach. And
if, from a spiritual perspective, we consider the moral condition of the US (but not just the US) we
should not be surprised if judgement were to fall. We know from our Bibles that God controls the
nations and appoints and removes kings, so from a Christian standpoint, in a sense, all bets are
always off.

Syria (and beyond)
Even if Assad’s (Alawite) regime is toppled that will
not end the conflict. The situation in Syria is quite
different to that of Egypt (and even there the
propensity for further conflict is high). In Egypt the
military essentially ‘took a back seat’ during the uprising in the safe knowledge that (provided it did
so) once the revolt was over the military would remain in charge. (Although none of the parties or

the populace want this, it is probably the most of the people don’t want hard-line Islamists either;
hence the dilemma for the voters in the recent Egyptian elections.)
However in Syria the military is doing nothing but earning itself arch-enemies amongst those it is
currently attacking (leading the rebellion are those of the Muslim Brotherhood with their memories
of the massacre that Assad’s father perpetrated in Hama in the 1982; an episode described as “the
single deadliest acts by any Arab government against its own people in the modern Middle East").
And to add further to the complexity, there is the perennial Sunni/Shia conflict. On top of all of that
Russia and Iran had both looked on Syria as their proxy in the region; and both of these countries
have much to lose in the present upheaval. Russia is however growing closer to Turkey which in turn
was already growing closer to Russia (if you know what I mean).
Syria’s and Iran’s Arsenals
The real nightmare scenario however
relates to Israel. No one in the
international community honestly
believes that Iran is not working towards
having its own nuclear bomb. Estimates
vary, but mostly these lie in the 6 - 12
months range. Given the fact that the
bomb-making facilities are both dispersed
and deeply-buried they are relatively safe
from air attack. While subterfuge and
electronic warfare have hindered the
nuclear development programme, the
latter is sufficiently robust to ‘pick itself
up and dust itself down’ and get on with
the task. A ground war is unthinkable. Yet
the clock is ticking and dealing with a
nuclear-armed Iran is a quite different thing to trying to deal with it in advance.
Meanwhile if the chemical and biological weapons in Syria fall into Muslim hands, then anything
could happen. Israel is closely monitoring the situation and has said that it would enter Syria to
neutralise the threat if this situation develops.
So for a host of reasons the situation in Syria could lead to a regional war. And this is where we come
to a ‘Platypus’ verse.

Platypus Verses
Contrary to Darwin’s theory of evolution it seems that “there is
nothing in the fossil record to indicate that the platypus was
ever anything other than a platypus. It is not a living
‘transitional’ form. It is a truly unique creature, and one that
continues to baffle those who insist on making it fit into an
evolutionary tree.”

Theologians, preachers and Bible teachers most often have (via their education and in their heads)
an interpretive framework within which they seek to ‘fit’ the whole Bible with all its verses. This
framework is commonly referred to as Systematic Theology.
However, while these things are helpful there are problems, serious problems which stem from
their use. Coupled to the fact that there are differing systematic theologies (so which one is right?)
each of these have verses which cannot – although disingenuous attempts are made to do it – be
shoe-horned into whatever framework of choice is being employed. And this resembles the
problem that the platypus presents to the ‘systematic theology’ of Darwinism.
To change the metaphor it’s like having an otherwise-comfortable shoe which hurts at one point, so
you stretch the leather at the point where it hurts. What theologians do with verses that ‘hurt’ (i.e.
don’t fit into their system) is massage these into meaningless allegories. As an example of this,
liberal theologians who deny the virgin birth point out (rightly) that the Hebrew word for ‘virgin’ can
simply mean ‘young woman’: so no miracle here. (Of course it makes nonsense to suggest that when
God said there would be a ‘sign’ He meant that a young woman would give birth; this would be no
sign at all. It would be like saying a cow would have a calf. And so what? It had to be an actual virgin
for it to be an event that would be quite remarkable and unmistakeable.)
Even amongst Bible-believing theologians/preachers/teachers there are situations where they
‘stretch the leather’ to make some awkward verses fit their scheme of thinking.
But we can’t with any integrity do that. So what has all this to do with Syria? Well, we’re getting
there, but we’ve not quite arrived yet.
Many Bible-teachers believe that apart from Christ’s second advent, all prophesy is either:




fulfilled or
applies to the church or
should be treated as merely allegorical (containing a lesson, but otherwise devoid of
relevance)

But this is nonsense. It is also very dangerous – for the preachers and all those who listen to these
teachings.
The disciples on the Emmaus road didn’t recognise Jesus, and he had to rebuke them: “How foolish
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25). They
stood accused of not only being muddle-headed in their thinking, but also of having the wrong
(heart) attitude.
So, if we are to figure out what is happening around us (as the Emmaus travellers should have been
able to do) we need to know the word of God, be prepared to believe the word of God, and correctly
understand the word of God in the context of current events. And at last now we get to Syria.

A Platypus Verse
Straight Street, Damascus
As we know the capital of Syria is Damascus.
And, the historians tell us, Damascus is widely
believed to be the oldest continually-inhabited
city in the world. (Let’s not get into the
question of how old the world is...) Although it
came under different rulers along the way, the
city has never been destroyed.
But we read in the Bible:
‘An oracle concerning Damascus: "See,
Damascus will no longer be a city but will
become a heap of ruins.”’ (Is 17:1).
So how do we understand this verse? I don’t ask this as a rhetorical question. We cannot afford to be
“foolish and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken”. And the passage doesn’t
stop there.
The New Living Translation renders Isaiah 17:4-6
‘“In that day the glory of Israel will be very dim, for poverty will stalk the land. Israel will be
abandoned like the grain fields in the valley of Rephaim after the harvest. Only a few of its
people will be left, like the stray olives left on the tree after the harvest. Only two or three
remain in the highest branches, four or five out on the tips of the limbs. Yes, Israel will be
stripped bare of people,” says the Lord, the God of Israel.’
These verses say ‘in that day’. But which day? The day that Damascus will ‘no longer be a city’ but a
‘heap of ruins’.
Are we, as the Emmaus travellers were, liable to be found confused in our understanding of current
events? Are we, as Bible-believers, prepared to side-line or allegorise ‘platypus’ verses in the Bible
because they don’t seem to fit into a scheme of interpretation; or because some sceptic
theologian with a string of academic credentials (‘tassels long and phylacteries wide’) passes his
doubts onto us, his hearers? Are we going to allow a convenient schema of systematic theology
prevent us from seeking to mine the word of God for ourselves?
To ‘dig into Scripture’ takes effort. It is costly in time. It eats into TV time, recreation time, Facebook
time, yes reading (even this) e-mail time. And if that’s not bad enough the grass still needs to be cut
and the ironing done. But on the plus side, with access to the internet we can (nowadays) access all
manner of help which could only previously be found in the libraries of theological colleges.
So let us each day, more fully understand ‘all that the prophets have said’ and critically examine all
that we hear being taught against the plumb line of the word of God.

Meanwhile –
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful
and he will do it. (1Thess. 5:23-24).
Yours in His matchless grace,
Colin
For further news and articles, visit the Christians
Together web site homepage
http://www.christianstogether.net.

