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Of the Promises:

Pric-r even to the founding of Israsl as a nation

[Deut 4:37), the patriarchs, beginning with Abraham,
were brought into an ing' and unconditional
covenant relationship with God (Gen. 17-7-5, 19).

to make from him “a great nation®, to
| give his descendants a land and
through them to be a blessing to the
whole earth (Gen. 12:1-3; 12:15-17).
Scripture makes it clear that the
covenant containing these promises
was totally one-sided; instituted and
maintained by God alone {Gen. 15:12-
21).

This ‘Abrahamic' Covenant was later confirmed to
Isaac? (the son of Sarah, not the son of Hagar) (Gen.
26-3-4) and subsequently to his son Jacob (but not Esau)
(Gen. 28:13-15).

“Ifwe carmot irust God
o hornowur His ancient
COVERanEs fo the Jews,
them we cannot trust in
ithe promise of the New
Covenant for our
safvetion.

Perhaps the most concise
summary of the above is
contained in the book of
FPsalms where the psalmist
wrote:

‘He remembers His
covenant for ever, the
word He commanded, for
a thousand generations, the covenant He made with
Abraham, the oath He swore to [saac. He confirmed
it to Jacob as & decree, o lsrasl as an everasting
covenant. “To you | will give fhe land of Canaan as
the portion you will inhent. " (Psalm 108: 8-11).

S0 in the space of these four short verses, the psalmist
speaks of God:

‘remembering .. .for ever ... the word He
commanded ... the covenant He made. . the oath He
swore. . confirmed a5 a decree. .. a5 an everasting
covenant.”™

Of the Nation and the People:

he Jewish nation was formed
through and out of the exile
g from Egypt. The word of God tells
i us that in their ‘choosing’ they were
« (and are) ‘God's choice’; and thus
50 for no other reason (Deut 7:7-8).

In relation to their numbers, the Jewish people have brought
immeasurable benefits to the world as a whaole with 22% of
Mobel Prize winners coming from & people who represent a
mere 0.6% of the world's population. But they are only
‘special’ because God has chosen them as a vehicle for His
purposes, saying: “For you are a holy people fo the Lord
your God" (Deut. 14:2).
God has chosen the Jews (1 Ch. 18:13) to "he g special
people unto himsalf, above all people that are upon the face
hough God has

of the earth” (Deut. 7:8).
i
Thls Land
promised and given Yk “

it to them, the land’ of -~ """ “ L d
Israel does not in fact e st i ls ‘ an
belong to the Jews.

But neither does it belong to the Falestinians, nor the
United Mations. God calls the land “Iy land® {1 Sam. 14:25;
Joal 1:8). Indeed Scripture tells us that God has previously
“spoen against the rest of the nations._ . for with giee and
Wwith malice in their hearts they made my land their own
DOSSes50n.." [Ezek. 36:5).

Furthermore the Almighty is going to bring further
judgement on the nations “for they scattered My people
amang the nations and divided up My land” (Joel 3:2).

Of the City:

f Jeruzalem

Yerushalayim} God
said to King David and his
son Solomon: i this
fempie gnd [ Jerusalem . ey x
fwall put My Name forever {2 Chron. 22:7). In Middle-eastern
culture one’'s name embodies the very character and
essence of the person. And God has stated: "Bt now [ have
chosen Jerusalem for My Name fo be there " (2 Chron. 6:8).

King Darius decreed: “May God, who has caused His Name
to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand
to change this decree or fo destroy this temple in
Jerusalem.” [Ezra 8:12).

Of the Land: .




Ezekiel declared God's word: “This is Jerusalem, which |
have sef in the centre of the nafions, with countries all
around her” [Ezek. 5:5).

Of Israel’s enemies:

Anh‘-Sem'ﬂism is the
world's oldest and most
enduring form of racial
hatred. It can only be really
understood and explained
from a spiritual standpoint.

They say: "“Come.___lef us destroy them as a nalion,
that the name of [srael be remembered no more. ™
[F=alm 83:4)

But God has said: "In those days and at that time,
when [ restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalism, |
will gather all nations and .. I will enter info judgment
against them concerming my inhertance, my peooie
lsrael, for they scattered my people amang the nations
and divided up my jand” [Joel 3:1-2)

Of the Prophecies: P B
he Bible describes sixt T i -
e Bible describes sixteen present and future — of
major prophecies conceming | . fond of Lsrael and
the whole history of the Jewish the Jem izh peaple is

peapier. determined by God and
Twelve of these prophecies have | His Word as contained

Concerning the people and
the land, the Bible tells us: »

been fulfilled: two are in the in the Bibje -

process of being fulfilled, and the | comprising the Old and

fimal two will surely be fulfilled. New Testaments
.,\[\‘_Cavm}. J

Already fulfilled:

1. Enslavement in Egypt (Gen. 15:14)

2. Deliverance from Egypt (Gen. 15:14)

J. Possession of the land of Canaan (Gen. 15-138-20)
4. Tuming to idolatry there (Deut 32:15-21)

h. Centre of worship in Jerusalem -

{Deut. 12:5-8; Ezra 8:12; Psalm 102:21; 132:13-14)
6. Assyrian captivity (Amos 5:27; 8:14; 7:17)

7. Babylonian captivity (Jer.18:13; 21:10)

8. Destruction of the first temple (z chron. 7:18-22)
9. Return from Babylon {Iss. 8:11-13; Isa. 48:20)
10. Destruction of the 2nd temple -

[Matt. 24:2; Luke 15:43-44)

11. Scattering among all nations -

[Lev. 26:33-34; Ezek. 12:15)

12. Persecution/oppression among all nations -
(Lev. 26:36-39)

Being fulfilled:

13. Regathering from all nations -

{Is2.11:11-12; Ezek. 38:8; Zech.10:0-10) and increasingly
14. All nations gathered against Jerusalem -

(Zech. 12:2-3; 14:1-2; Joel 3:2)

Yet to be fulfilled:

15. Supematural revelation of Jesus the Messiah
Meshua Ha Mashiach) (Jer.31:34; Zech.12:10-14: 13:1)
16. Jesus Christ comes in glory
(Zech. 14:3-5; Rom11:12, 28]

1. The ten northern fribes which were overrun and taken
away into captivity in 722BC have not disappeared -
{Isa. 11:12-13; Ezek 37:21-22; James 1:1).

2. The twelve-tribed nation still exists:
espiritually (Jer. 31:33; Jer. 32:30: Ezek 37:5),
sethnically (Hos. 1-11; Jameas 1:1) and
sgeg-politically (ls=. £3:5-8; Jer. 32:37; Ezek. 37:12-14)

J. The return from the Babylonian captivity was not the
later (second) and comprehensive re-gathering outlined in
Isaiah’s prophecy (Is=.11:11-12; 43:8).

4, All the promises to, and the prophecies regarding the
Jewish people still stand (Mum. 23:19: Rom. 11:29).

5. BEvery mention of Israel in the Old Testament is
primarily addressed to Israel and the Jews.

6. Every mention of Israel in the New Testament refers to
'Israel’ and not ‘the church'.

7. God will vet be glorifizd amongst the nations through
the Jewish people living in the land (Ezek. 38:23-28).

End notes:

(I} See alse Genesziz 2:16 for aroitfter exampls of an uncondizional
COVERAIL

(2} In spite af Ishmasel's birtk, God referred fo Iiaac as him being

Abrakam 'z enly son (Gen. 22:2).

(3} The greatest of all prophecies are thoze forerelling the birth,
death, resurrsction and coming gagain gf the Jewish Mezzigh -
Feshua ha Marhiaeh: the witinme saviowr af the Jewish resmant
and the redeemed i the world (Gan. 3:15; Micah 5:2; I=. 0:6-T).

od. through His ancient prophets,

foretold the complete history of the
Jews as His *Chosen People’. and of Israel,
which the Almighty calls “Iy Land™.

The modern re-born nation of Israsl and
the Jewish people are at the epicentre of
God’s declared purposes in the 21
century. and accordingly a principal target
of Hiz arch eneniy.

To understand — in any
significant manner —
God’ s purposes in today’s
church and in our modern
world, requires a
knowledge of the Bible
with respect to the
references and material in
this modest publication.

&€& J will bring you back to the land of
Israel Then you, my people, will know
that I am the Lord.
I will put my Spirit in you and you will live,
and I will settle you in your own land.”
Erekigl 37:12-13

e hen I have brought them back
Sfrom the nations and have
gathered them from the countries of their
enemies, I will show myself holy through
them in the sight of many nations.

I will no ionger-hz'de. miy face from them,
Jor I will pour out my Spirit on the house

of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD."
Ezelae] 39:17 29




